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Information. 

: 

This report is the legal annual report and accounts of Clean Rivers Trust, as lodged with, 

and submitted to the Charity Commission. Registered Charity Number 1037414. The 

Charity is based at 73 Sir Harrys Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2UX UK. Phone 

0121 440 8046. 

 

This document is produced and printed using environmentally sustainable materials.   

 

 

 

 

Legal and Administrative Information. 

 

Trustees; Rodney Gilmour, Peter Jones OBE, Laura Bishop, Dr Keith Gregson, 

Lawrence Brooks, Paul Southby, Dr Sally Little and Dr Matt Johnson. 

 

Director: Dr Harvey Wood Dip AD, FRSA, FRGS, FGS, FLS, LSDC  

hwoop@aol.com . 07885 422428 

 

Trust Address: 73 Sir Harrys Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2UX 

Phone: 0121 440 8046 

 

Web Site: www.cleanriverstrust.co.uk           

 

Accounts Examiner/Auditor: Mark Cooling, MCA Solutions, 6 The Malthouse, Castle 

Brewery, Newark NG24 4AF 

 

Bankers. 

 

Barclays Bank plc, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire. 

 

Santander, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire. 

 

Solicitors. 

 

BrowneJacobson LLP, Mowbray House, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham NG2 1BJ 

 

Meetings. 

 

The Trustees convened four times in the financial period 1st December 2016 to 30th 

November 2017.  

 

 

 
Annual Report cover picture: the River Trent, map of 1532. (British Library) 

 

mailto:hwoop@aol.com
http://www.cleanriverstrust.co.uk/
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Directors Report. 

 

The past year has seen, as is customary, an eclectic combination of research, field work 

and advisory support for parties from local community groups such as Waingroves 

Woodland Group to MPs, local authorities, government departments and committees. 

The development of projects for the private sector have, as has been the case over the last 

few years, slow, though due now to the repercussions appertaining to the Brexit situation. 

 

Our work has continued with regard to the issues of minewaters, remediation, sustainable 

economic uses for and value of minerals within their makeup. The locations of this work 

have included Devon, Cornwall, the East Midlands, Northumberland and Durham. Work 

has also been carried out in Fife in Scotland and in North Wales and Anglesey. The use 

of historic mining locations in Warwickshire and Derbyshire have also taken up our time 

and have allowed the Trust to explore the legal conundrums of what makes a mine an 

extension to previous workings and which may be considered an entity in its own right. 

The answer to this particular conundrum will not be ruled upon till 2018.  

 

The Trust is now working with a new research group involving Nottingham Trent 

University, University of Nottingham and John Moores University of Liverpool looking 

at issues, initially, regarding elevated chloride levels in streams and rivers of South 

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Coalfield. Minewater and its likely repercussions as 

either managed or unmanaged discharges to the environment are amongst the areas of 

investigation. The future research will doubtless involve much else but this is a fine 

starting point.  

 

The Coal Authority has commissioned work from the Trust with regard to ochre drying 

and other waste material handling linked to minewater waste metals. Red Media have 

continued to use our wet materials handling facility and laboratory. The Trust has carried 

out methane content research in sewage sludge contaminated building land for Amber 

Valley Council and a development company.  

 

Energy from waste heat in minewater, as pioneered by the Trust in Europe is now 

accepted by all but the Coal Authority who need to have further research undertaken by 

those wishing to exploit the resources, plus safeguards and fiscal risks underwritten in 

line with their controlling consultant’s views. This morass of bureaucracy is leading to 

the view held by Beis and the Trust that major exploitation may die a death if government 

does not intervene.  

 

The Trust has developed its educational work with some outline teaching aids trialled at 

several educational establishments. There is though much more to be done to make this 

work suitable for rolling out to wider audiences. The issues of health and safety are a 

thorny set of issues that are being overcome. 

 

Work on phosphate capture and recycling from sewage treatment works is continuing.  

Research involving several organisations, John Innes, Suez, and others is underway. The 
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recycling of metals and rare earths is also being explored using similar capture media 

from minewater. 

 

The Trust has made links with Plastic Soup the international campaigning and research 

group which is addressing micro plastics in the water environment: this area of research 

link closely with those of oestrogenic and other endocrine disrupters.in rivers. Our work 

on pharmacological sourced pollution is starting to find doors to boardrooms opening. 

 

Wetland development as a carbon sequestration tool is now being accepted by several 

wildlife groups but only as another handle by which to engage with land donors such as 

mineral companies. Local authorities and regulators in the UK are loath to consider this 

option as a strategic challenge that might be developed on greater scales than just nature 

reserves. The Trust has attempted to engage with Birmingham City Council and other 

local Authorities along the Tame but passive carbon capture is as yet to find its time in 

the UK.  

 

The Trust is working on a cross-section of issues with a pair of Landscape Archaeologists 

in conjunction with the National Civil War Centre and Museum in Newark looking at the 

effects of the water environment on the art of siege warfare. 

 

The library continues to expand. It is increasingly demonstrating its value as the now 

unique collection of historic bench mark reports published in the 1990s by the National 

Rivers Authority and Environment Agency are only available here. It is noteworthy that 

most water based reports published by government agencies only stay online for a few 

months before being taken down and archived. Once that happens they are lost and 

irretrievable.   

 

Trustees News. Dr Melody Stokes resigned as a Trustee this year due to her wishing to 

concentrate her activities at the University of Warwick. I will miss her insights and 

expertise. I am delighted though to have three new Trustees join the Trust: Laura Bishop, 

Dr Sally Little and Dr Matt Johnson.  

 

Harvey Wood 

Director 

 

November 2017 
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Report of the Trustees; Including Public Benefit. 

 

The Trustees of Clean Rivers Trust present their report of the Charity and its activities so 

as to outline their due diligence with regard to the demonstration of Public Benefit, and to 

show that the works that have been undertaken are in line with the registered aims and 

objectives of the Trust. The Clean Rivers Trust was founded as an organisation in 1990 

and is governed by a Deed of Trust registered with the Charity Commission in 1994. 

 

The objects of the Trust being; ‘to advance the education of the public by research and 

dissemination of any findings regarding the care of inland and estuarine waters and to 

benefit the environment of rivers and inland waters by the research and the 

implementation of such research findings’.  

 

The Trust has developed its governance by agreeing a set of policies which are published. 

An audit of the Trustees abilities has shown to be satisfactory in that all areas of 

governance are represented by the composition of body. The accounting is carried out as 

outlined by the Charity Commission communication.  

 

The Trustees are always aware of the need for new expertise and talent to join the 

organisation as governors of the Trust. Those who are at present Trustees all have 

expertise in areas that are of considerable worth to the whole organisation and do not just 

act as a body for meetings. The Trustees have been reinforced by the addition of three 

new talents to our number (see Directors Report). 

 

The Trustees undertake to ensure that the organisation works to the letter of its Trust 

Deed and its stated (see above) aims and objectives. The Trust does not lobby on behalf 

of any political, commercial or ideological entity and has never done so. The Trustees 

have ensured that no staff or volunteer has done so either: that is, without infringing their 

rights of personal freedom. The Trust does not endorse and has never done so any 

product or action and in its reports to industry or other organisations: its 

recommendations have always been advisory and as such the Trust has project managed 

other; usually larger, commercial organisations to carry out project implementation.   

 

The Directors Report outlines the activities the Trust has been involved with over the last 

year.  

 

The Trustees can report that it has been fortunate in its access to expertise and is able to 

count on specialists from most water, energy, mineral/mining and conservation 

disciplines. 

 

The finances of the Trust are always a concern with never enough funding available to 

carry out all the research and other aspects of its work, but with objective management 

the work carried out is to a standard that is recognised by users, institutions and others to 

be amongst the highest in Europe. The Trust is in a sound fiscal condition. 
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Accounts. 
 

The following section contain the receipts and payments accounts of Clean Rivers Trust, 

as set out by the Charity Commission in their letter of September 2015. 

 

                                                                            2017                                                 2016 

                                                                               £                                                        £ 

Receipts 

 

Unrestricted Grants and Donations                  19,650                                              27,450   

 

Restricted Grants and Donations                       6,750                                                 

 

Fees                                                                  12,351                                              11,659 

                                                  

Gross income                                                  38,751                                              39,109                                                 

 

Sales of assets/investments                                 0                                                         0 

 

Total Receipts                                                 38,751                                              39,109                                                 

 

 

Payments 

 

Rent/utilities                                                   13,900                                               14,080                                                  

Travel                                                               2,230                                                 2,140                                                    

Books                                                                  765                                                    504                                                  

Research (Total £22,347)                                                                                          18,240 

• Laboratory costs                                   4,165 

• Field Work                                            6,200                  

• Education                                              7,270 

• Materials                                               3,728 

• Health and Safety                                    422 

• Equipment                                               562 

Accounting/book keeping                                    200                                                    200 

Membership                                                         420                                                    420 

Bank Charges                                                       124                                                    138                                                                                                            

Web/internet site                                                  300                                                    300 

 

Sub Total                                                                                                                    

 

Purchases of assets/investments                              0                                                       0 

 

 

Total Payments                                               40,286                                                36,022                                               
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                                                                               2017                                               2016 

                                                                                  £                                                     £ 

 

Cash funds at end of year  

 

In bank at 1st December 1st December 2017          2665                                             4,200       

 

Outstanding Moneys owed to Trust                     14,243.50 (Nett)                                -                                          

 

Outstanding Moneys owed by Trust                         0                                                   0 

 
Notes:  

 

• Most receipts of funding were unrestricted; restricted funds being for work in 

Derbyshire, Devon and the West Country and were duly ring-fenced.  

• No investment assets were sold or purchased. 

• Research costs included the operation of the kiln, commercial laboratory analysis 

of water and other samples, health and safety arrangements, procurement of 

samples and other related items. 

• The Library is valued (estimated 2017) for replacement at £150,000 and needs to 

be catalogued in due time. The sale price would, naturally, be far less if 

uncatalogued; 25% to 50%, the catalogue of book holding would make the value 

stand at the higher end of the estimate (75%) (I recognise this is not an investment 

but a valuable resource). The value of books fluctuates today due to the 

availability of many texts (though often in edited or otherwise altered versions) on 

the internet. 

 

 

 

Independent Examiners Report. 

 

To the Trustees of Clean Rivers Trust (Charity Registration Number 1037414). 

 

The accounts and report for the year ending 30th November 2017; set out on pages 6 – 8 

of these, the Annual Report and Accounts of Clean Rivers Trust. 
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Respective 

responsibilities of 

trustees and examiner 

 

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The 

charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under 

section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an 

independent examination is needed.   

It is my responsibility to:  

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  

• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the 

Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 

Basis of independent 

examiner’s statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given 

by the Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the 

accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts 

presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual 

items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the 

trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not 

provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently 

no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view 

and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention; 

 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, 

the requirements: 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 

Charities Act; and  

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and 

comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act 

have not been met; or 

2. To which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a 

proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

Mark Cooling FCA 

6 The Malthouse 

Newark                                                                     2nd December 2017. 
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Appendices. 
 

I 

 

Funders and Acknowledgements. 

 

The following persons and organisations have contributed to the Trust to enable its work 

to develop. Each has been written to and the Trust’s thanks expressed. Some 

organisations who contributed to Clean Rivers Trust over the last financial year wished to 

remain anonymous, others include; The Open Gate Trust,, The N Smith Charitable 

Settlement, The Wills 1965 Charitable Trust, The Marsh Christian Trust, The Chapman 

Charitable Trust, The David Uri Memorial Trust, The Anson Charitable Trust, The 

William A Cadbury Charitable Trust, The Woodroffe Benton Foundation, The Elmgrant 

Trust, The Robert Kiln Charitable Trust and The Lamoges Trust. 

 

The Trust acknowledges the support in time and practical assistance to the following 

people and organisations; Mike Wood, Vic Johnson, the Coal Authority, Environment 

Agency, the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Natural Resources Wales and 

many others who have as usual given their expertise. 

 

Thanks to Emily Keal (now resident in New Zealand) for her continuing work in keeping 

the website, which she designed, up to the minute and looking as good as it does. 

 

Thanks for the time given to the Trust by its volunteers for their expertise and energy. 

 

II 

 

Statement of Ongoing Social and Environmental Care. 

 

The Trust continues to be committed to lessen its negative environmental impacts and 

doing all it can to encourage others to do likewise. It has a non-discriminatory attitude to 

the sexuality and religion of all who it works with. 

 

For other policies see appendix V. 

 

 

III 

 

Library. 

 

The library is an area of pride for the Trustees and others involved with the trust. It has 

grown over the years to be of importance to both the trust and outside researchers alike. It 

holds reports dating back to the 18th Century and its Comprehensive river related 

documents from the 1990s produced by the National Rivers Authority and Environment 

Agency are the most comprehensive in the UK. 
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It’s water, geology and flora sections are as complete as any in the country and more 

accessible. 

 

IV 

 

Publications. 

 

The web site is regularly updated with information regarding the Trust and its activities. 

It is the conduit for publishing most of the organisations research. 

 

The publications; Minewater Treatment; Technology, Application and Policy and 

Disasters and Minewater; good practice and prevention both published by the 

International Water Association publishing house continue to sell; slowly but with 

continuing feedback demonstrating their value. 

 

V 

 

Trustees Other Policies. 

 

The Trust has a full range of policies governing its activities and aspirations. All of which 

will be reviewed by the Trustees in the next 12 months. 

 

The Trust will carry out its audit of usefulness over the next twelve months. This will 

include a survey of users, and beneficiaries. 

 

Please refer to the Trusts Web Site where they are available in the appendices of the 

Annual Report of 2016.  


